Introduction/Purpose: Considerable debate exists regarding how soft-tissue edema should influence timing of surgery for lower extremity fractures. Assessment of swelling is subjective and timing varies amongst surgeons. However, timing of surgery is one of the few modifiable factors in fracture care. Ultrasonography can objectively measure swelling and help determine optimal timing. The purposes of this study are: 1) determine whether objective measures of swelling, timing to surgery, and patient-specific risk factors correlate with wound complications and; 2) create a prediction model for post-operative wound complications based on identified modifiable and non-modifiable risk factors.
